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The Supplementary Education Center of Worcester, Massachusetts, a Title III 
project, is a reading clinic designed to help seriously retarded readers. Its objectives 
are to provide a systematic diagnostic system, an individualized instructional program, 
a continuing evaluation of reading and instructional materials, and a training ground 
for classroom teachers. The diagnostic information utilized includes case history data, 
physical and emotional data, general and potential capacity levels, and present 
achievement levels for each child. Referral conferences include the principal, the 
classroom teacher, the remedial reading teacher, and two reading clinic teachers. 
Individualized instruction is provided for 30 to 40 minutes four times wecfkly. There is 
continuous evaluation of materials. One-week inservice teacher training familiarizes 
classroom teachers with the diagnostic and remedial techniques used. Since its 
beginning in October 1967, 26 children from grades 2 to 5 have been enrolled. 
Sixteen have been dismissed as no longer In need of specialized help. References are 
listed. (BS) 
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SUPPLEMENTARY EDUCATION CENTER 



Session 22C ESEA (PL 89~X0) and the Improvement of Reading Instruction 



Exemplary Programs, Title in 



In August 1966 Worcester submitted a Title in proposal to the Federal 



Government for a Supplementary Education Center. One of the segments 

; 

planned for the center was a Reading Clinic for severely retarded readers in* 



. .1 



Worcester's public and parochial schools. Worcester has a population of 



approximately 200, 000. There'are 30,000 pupils enrolled in our public schools 



and about 10,000 in our parochial schools. As is expected in a city this size, 
there are high, average and low socio-economic areas. Worcester has 56 . 
public elementary schools, 17 of which meet the requirements for cul- ' 



turally disadvantaged schools. 









‘ Page 

Dr. John J. Connor, Jr. 



Title III grants should be innovative and exemplary. They are not in- 
tended to repeat services already in existence but rather to supplement ♦ 

X * 

them. Before I explain why we in Worcester idt the need for a Reading 
Clinic I must explain the Remedial Reading program that was in e?d,stence 

and ivMek led id 6Uf wifitihg ef d ijfapesal fdf a Raadiiig eiihiei 
Description of Present Remedial Reading Program 

A Remedial Reading program has been in existence in thie schools since 
1946. Criteria for admission to these classes is - 9 months retardation • 
for children in the primary grades and 11/2 years on the intermediate 

• * 

level when achievement is compared with capacity. Since the goal of the 

* 

Remedial Reading program is to help those students with a bona fide reading 
disability all pupils accepted in the Remedial Reading program have normal 
or "potentially normal” intellectual abilities. There are eight remedial 
reading teachers who teach approximately 100 elementary' s chool children 
a week for one term. The remedial reading classes are small, usually 6 
pupils in a group. The children have 2 or 3 forty-rniiiute periods of in- 
struction weekly. Most of/ the pupils in these Remedial Reading classes - 

, . , ^ C • • 

made the expected gains and were able to compete successfully in their 
. classrooms. However, there is a small percentage of these pupils who 
just do not show this expected gain. These were the children about whom 
the Remedial Reading teachers would say, "I know he would show progress 
if I only could find the time to teach him alone. " 

Identification of Pupils 

In order to establish’ the number of pupils who could be included in this 
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category, a (j^uostionnaird was' constructccl and distributed to the remedial 
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